	Every child is an artist.  The problem is how to remain an artist once we grow up.

-Pablo Picasso


Dear Families,
We have so many fun and exciting activities planned for your child this year! 

To help get the ball rolling, we hope you will join us in collecting materials from home that we can re-use in our classroom. By re-using materials from home, we will teach the class to recycle and protect the environment. Also, children will enjoy turning an egg carton into a caterpillar and an orange juice box into an apartment building! To give you an idea of what materials would be useful, we are attaching a list. 

Collection boxes are located in our classroom for your donations. Right now, we are collecting ______________________________________________________. Please send materials by ________________and continue donating throughout the school year. 

Please let me know if you have any questions about this project. As always, thank you in advance for your support and participation – we couldn’t do it without YOU!

In the Spirit of Creativity,

Your Child’s Teacher

Re-usable Materials for Our Classroom 
	· Buttons

· Yarn, string, & fishing line

· Trim (ribbon, rick rack, lace, etc.)
· Fabric scraps (felt, silk, cotton, oil cloth, etc.) 

· Odds & ends: feathers, glitter, sequins, etc. 

· Empty spools of thread

· Pipe cleaners

· Leftover wallpaper

· Leftover wrapping paper

· Leftover bows & ribbons

· Bottle caps & soda can tabs

· Old jewelry & beads

· Popsicle sticks

· Styrofoam scraps

· Old paintbrushes

· Old sponges 

· Old fly swatters 

· Clothespins 

· Paper plates (different sizes) 

· Plastic cups (different sizes)

· Dried beans
· Rice 

· Macaroni 

· Sandpaper 

· Rubber bands

· Paper clips 

· Wire clothes hangers

· Bells (different sizes & types)

· Magnets

· Balloons

· Balls 

· Marbles 
· Stickers 

· Toothpicks 

· Flashlights 

· Paper bags (grocery bags, lunch bags, shopping bags, gift bags, etc.)
	· Egg cartons

· Coffee cans

· Coffee filters

·  Detergent containers & scoops

· Bleach containers

· Milk cartons or jugs

· Hand soap containers

· Plastic squeeze bottles

· Hair shampoo bottles

· Hair conditioner bottles

· Water bottles

· Soda cans

· Yogurt containers

· Paper towel rolls

· Toilet paper rolls 

· Old toothbrushes

· Old muffin tins

· Old cookie sheets

· Film canisters 

· Jars 

· Small boxes (soap box, toothpaste box, etc.)

· Cereal boxes

· Shoe boxes

· Shirt boxes

· Old men’s dress shirts (we’ll turn them into smocks)

· Old accessories (purse, hat, scarf, tie, etc.)

· Old clothing (suit jacket, dress, etc.)

· Old shoes (rain boots, dress shoes, etc.)

· Old socks 

· Old gloves 

· Old pillow cases 

· Old magazines

· Old newspapers 
· ETC.


Careful: Make sure the size of all materials are safe for your child.
